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CHAPTER X.

ROW I DIACOVER TRE FICKLEXESS OF FORTONR
WHEN HRER FAVORAS ARE CONFRANAD HY A
DALMATIAN CONATITUENCT.

I rond the other day A romance of whioh
many people are talking, about s man who
playsd the part of a king, Reading ft, I
thought of my own experiences whon I hielved In
an endeavor nnot altogether dissimilar. Yet,
when 1 rend that romance, 1 called (L an Ara-
blan Night, forgetting that my awn adventure
was quite ans strange (n that rebellion in Dal-
matia—which for the Areb dayns promissd wall,

For, ma I hava sald, the Dalmallan gentry,
the penmuntry, anpeared to welcome us,  Dur-
Ing those faw days represontatives of the
Aliferent Dalmatian partles came, to soe, as the
sequel proved, If they might not balter them.
selven by serving the rehailion for the Romaga.
We alrandy In thres duye were ro strong  half
this country, a dirorderly rabble of pleturesque
peasants and mountalnesrs eampod abont Bere-
anin-—that It was declarsd the Government
foured to give us batile, and we only were
walllng our time to march on Zara. Bo busy
was our  girlish loader with her numerous
conferenoen with hor minister, Signor Renl,
and with the varfous peisons who wished to
find her poaition regnrding thelr Intercats, that
I saw little of her. She would pars inthe
great room of the keep with a ned, or I might
#ee her mountel for some expedition Into the
oountry, when she looked, I thought, very
pretty, andyet too girlish to bear all these
new responslsiiitiea. But 1 rarely saw her
alone, For wmy part, I, too, wns buried assist-
Ing Count Balbi to make out of our recruits
something of an_army, which, Indeed, might
not have besn much less inefliclent than the
Dalmatian regulars of the relgning prince.
And so 1 was surprised whon o servant brought
mo word one afternoon that the I'rincess
wished to see me In the parden of Bergamo,

Thae place, while bare-limbed at that season,
showod that it might be gargeous with roses,
llko a Florentine fleld, In Jung. Bul I thought
the girllsh Princess answared for the roses as
sho came to meet me, amiling groclonsly, al-
though I fancled her face pale and worn, When
we Gret had coms to her rescus she had not
appeared {n this way, even I she had been re-
strained of ler liberty, 1 Indeod folt con-
cornod for lier, as I bowed In the little, for-
mal way the etlauette of the Improvised court
Lsd alrendy prescribed, nor Indeed did T know
her.well, A wrinkled old Dalmatian in a red
akirt was her only attendant. She lerself
was In & riding habit tha ehowed wear,

I wanted to thank you again, M. Gerald,"
sald nhe, mraciously, “particularly,as I have
beard of you from Mgr, Réux."

“Mgr. Réux {8 very good.”

“He Is my coustn,” said she, “‘and more
for him than for anolher reason, I am playing
this part.”

It i natarally yours,” sald I, not thinking
of my phrasen.

“Your gallantry aside, 1 suppose it is, Al
Gerald, But why should [-a girl without
particular ambition—be left to ast a man's
part? If my brother, or my father, nad lved !"

I looked at ber In some wonder, not qulte
understanding.

« "I nm loth Lo believe, your Highness, that—*

"That I do not care to be Princess of Dalma-
tin. Do you know why I tell you thisi"

*'It {s graclons of you."

**Because you, belng o forelgner, ean look on
the situationwithont a Dalmatian's prefudice."

“*Poasibly.”

**And how does it seem to you--nur chance?"

“That we shall win." I remarked, discrestly,
and wondering If that giorious hair, worn by
romo lady of the Romaga, might not have In-
spired the Venetians, 1 had not then seen the
Citian in the gallery of the Yilla Burghese.

“You say that because it I the proper thing
to say to ma, The words cxpress no upinlon of
your own."

“*How can I have one, your Highness, 1 do
Dot know Dalmatia.’*

**No," sald she, softly, "nor I, save that I do
not wish to make the Dalmatians trouble."

*Toe sltuntion has mads you trouble enough,"
said I, forgetting that thislady was my superior
removed by the impossible barrler of caste,

"Yes, trouble enough. | have bheen ap-
proached again and again to countenance the
Dalmatian party of revolt, 1 wanted to be
tree—like you, M. Gerald—to follow iuy own
wishes. Lately I thought | was, for some
months, I went travelllng lke—like an Eng.
lisk girl, only to be selzed, arrested, because In
Zara they thoughit me dangerous. [ am now
proving they were right.”

I wanted to tell hier then and there that she
certainly wan delightfully girlish and danger-
ous, yot, of course, I did not dare,

“"But why, your Highness, when you came
to mo in New York, did you not tell me—

"Because It was not my secret. [ could not
fnvolve Dalmatia. "

**And now?'' 1 asked, curlonasly.

"It is Henrl Réux, my cousin's plot, It Is
this," she added, aa If to herself. My cousin
and his and my friends conslder that once es-
tablished. the powers may agree to uphold us.
Ho Lelleves—we belleve—that a declded action
on our part may lead—'"

“To you us Princess of Dalmatia."

“already has led,” she sald, almost wearily,
**Ho now that the position is alraost gained agaln
—no more freedom for me. | must mnarry whom
they dictate. [ must become a creature of
stalocraft."”

I wondered why she wan talking to me In
this strain, in the wintry garden of Hermago.

1 feel," sbe said, softly, “‘aficr what you
bave done for me, that we are friends, and I
wanted to tell you that I am sorry that you
buve become Invelved with me—in this—uncer-
tain affair.”

"It Is good of your Highness," T answered,
**to ahow this Interest. And you may belsure
1 sm xlad,"

“Are you, Blenor Gerald?" sald she, speaking
Italinu,

o | n!l be, indeed, always," when she
leugzli o :werrily, so that I wondered, HBat at
the womentowe heard a volee—3Slgnor Rent's—
the Minister's.

*Your Highness—"

The Pluncess siarted, 1 thonght.

**Ah, Bignor RHenl,”" sald she. *'I have boen
talking to Blgnor Gerald, and thanking hilm for
all tho interest ho Las tuken In our afMalr,”

“Blgnor Gerald has beon vory good," the
elder man acknowledged, yet looking me over
suspleiously, I fancied; *very good. I am sorry
to loterrupt—"

“And what s (t, algnor,” sald the girllsh
beud of the aunclent Romaga.

“*The councll with your Highness's approval
bave decided to advance on Zara,™

I ike that," sald the Princess Beatrice,
her eyes flashing; “'nt las: we shull act.*

“Prince Fredorlek fears to come to us,'

“Poor Prince Frederick,' she sald, smiling,
“and then we shall go to my cousin.™

Her oyes Nashed, and sne looked then the
proud Romagn—with the blond of a hundred
of the greatest Ilulian and Dalmatian familles
in her veins, A little wind stirred the bare
rose Lraoches, The old Dalmatinn sttendant
stood immovalle at the back of the garden,

L beg your Higlness's pardon,” I bogan,
But neltbher Jthe Princess nor Signor Real no-
ticed me partioularly. Affairs of the moment
bod put me out of mind, and, for some reason,
I was sorry I had undertaken my part—that
baving, been once o puppet Io this Dalmatisn
affalr, I shoold choose to remain ene—with
tho valo exnoctation of belng later something
more, But I returned to my duty then, which
was in putting gome military form lote our
Dalmaclans, and [ declare, 1 knew, or know,
wolbing of tactics, Count Balbl duobed me &

Colonel of the now Dalmatis under the rule of
the Frincess of the Romage. Butif I vecu-
plod & militury position 1 had no uniform, The
rough twoeds which I had worn when I entared
Wenlce atill served me, and theselindoed were
maller betler than the tattered varioty of

J

clothing the Dalmatian boasted, At firet we
indeed only bad seven uniforms—those of tho
soldlers and the commandant of

Col. Plnaro, who served, now that he thonght
It wonld be the winning one, tha causs of Prin-
conn Beatrice. Hin was the firet desertion.
Within seven days some 700 persons had (e-
clared for the Romaga, and {t was rald that
Frederick of Heidelborg was provaring to flue
Zara for Austria-news Slgnor Henl had
brought the Princess whon ha had Interrapted
us In the garden of Borgamo.

Yot it this were but the truth I was startied
by what 1 saw an I satepped onto the ramparts.
Already wsoldiery were deflling ot the plain
below, and our adheranta were seattering right
and left, I could make no donbt of the trath
of my eyes. Men wers running. and at the
moment 1 heard Balbl'a volee ordeting down

the anclout draw,

“And where are your six soldiers, and Col,
Ploara?"

“Ther, ton, have gnne."

**There are ecaally 1,500 men below.*

“Easily.' The Count uttered an oath, whioh
1 shinred, at all Dalmntlans,

“‘We have no more than my servanta—the
force with which we left Venloa™

“*And theso reporta Sigoor Henl I8 aven now
f!\rln: the Princess that Prince Fraderick has
eft the country?" .

“They wore s d Aenlgnedly,”

“Anil what of the country being ready for
reavolt, If the standard of the Homaga onces
wern raised?*’

1M no: thesa peaple Nocking to us seem to
prove ft— '

“Now thes Government 1orces soem to nttract
them the other way." 1 sald, hitterly, "Your
Dalmatinng seem to run to the side they con-
nider the strongest.'

“They butconsider thelr own skins,” sald
the Count Halbl, amiling even In face o1 the
evident disnster, our misplaned hopes, the de-
celt, the false reports that hnd been practised
on s, in face of an npparent strength—our real
wenknean that 1 never had expected from the
boginninig of the undertaking. Weo wera sur.
rounded. There was only the ancient draw

tween us and the Government foreon, Thae
Princess, doubtless, would be pardoned, but as
for the rest of us, wo likely should hang from
the' ramparts of the castle, ‘T'o be sure, thore
wile the narrow channcl the draw covoersd lwe.
twooen our rocks and the mainiand, Hehind
was the Adrintie, over which the sun was
Hnking; before wan the low pinin slong which
the Governmental forces approiched,

“They linve two eannon,” 1 sald at last,
“What Is & place llke this egainst cannon?'

“Nothing," sasid tho hrave leader of this in-
sufMelently conpdered plot. And Mar., Réux
was aafe in Parls. 1, too, smiled bitterly, and
then n feel.ng of rage shook me, While thero
wan breath, at least, T could Night. How many
times had my father beon defeated. If the
world had known?

“Wa must practise strategy, my dear Jount.”

“How can wel™

“From walat 1 have noticed of your Dalma-
tians, they prefer t> negotiate rather than to
fight, even with asmall force like ours, Your
Itallan peasants are armed aud wiill dght”

**Hut these Dalmatians who come to us— and
then run over to the Government- -as soon as it
apwears—have not even iricd 1o betray us, as
they eas!ly could," said Baibl, as If trying to

defend nin people,

“*1 suppose roally mor 11ke the show of fight-
ing better than the reality,”’ he was forced to
add, with s smile thiat was cynical rather than
humorous. If there were humor in the situa-
tion wo wera the victims of it, and even u man
hrava to linmor is not inelined to Inugh when
the aluutlnn of his life I= the one at issne,

**Well, then, the point is that we cun hava
a chance to parley with them about the terma
of onr surrender.”

*Then——7" he began. *“*But what dimer-
meoe can that make?"

**It can glseus time at least.™

“*Ab, thuit is true.”’

h preclous, '
4 ;'l gh, yes,"” he sald, thinking of his possible

nte,

**And there {a the sea back of us?"’

“Wo have boats, but they can't be rea-
worthy."

“*After dark—If we can keep them off until
after dark—we may devisc something.”

“That is impoesible.”

**Ah, it may be." I said, *‘but 1 must eatch
ata straw. 1 have no particular wieh to hang
on that rampart—a feast for the gulls. Now,
Count Balbl, permit me to advise this moel,
Seud down one of your trusted servants.”

*Jacopo?™

**Y ea, Jacopo.
walt until ite lender

And ask him te have tha forre
n cansult with the Prin-

cess, It isobvious that -Iﬁuml executing us
as l-ncmltls lu‘the public order—that the gov-
er ntnl—-'

nm+

“*Which In the Russian policy.”

“Yen, exnctly: the Russian pollcy will wish
to conslder ths Romaga.”'

“You are clover, sgnor.”

**Ah, 1 have to he,"

**1 follow your plan.”

“And 1—i wlill chnnge the tenor of Signor
Rent's news to the Princess.”

8o leas ing him to send the messenger [ went
back Into the garden of the keop of Herganio tn
put the matter before her who really bal in-
valved me in it. Possibly | wasa litte glad -
a little maliciona, becanse of my abrupd dis-
missal some moments befors. Elgnor Heni,
mod, Indeed, the Princesa Healrice herselr,
lonked thelr surprise as I interrupted thom un-
ceremoniously,

CHAI'TER XL

HOW WE OBTAIN A HESPITE FROM BARON MAR
KiMO,

“You were wrong, Slgnor Renl,'!

“What do you mean, Col. Gerald?* he said,
osing the ttle Connt Halbl had eonferred,
of which 1 never have been particularly proud,
t‘ulmg:‘ls being as pumerous in Dalmatia as in
the uthern United States, Slgnor Reni's
volvee hnd disdnin that [ shonld dare to interrupt

m, [ thought myself for the first vime that
I was wrong in breaking the news so suddenly
ta the Princess Beatrice, and then 1 decided
rhot this wasas well. She certainly should
Enow the worst.

"Yeswrong,” I sald, disregarding the other's
manner; ‘for the Governmen: army has not
dessrted: on the coutrary 1]

“Imposaible,"

. ""The penvle vou thought were with us all
inye left, like rats from o sinking shin as sonn
a8 thiey anw Prince Frederick's banner,*”

“*Impossible!’ he sald wgain, while the Prin-
cens Nentrice, too, looked on with wonder lu her
dark cyes.

""Go outside nnd see, then,” I cried, for T had
lost my tembpsr, and was Impatient at this

lay st rebellion which staked our lives,
wdd no wish ty dleat (har moment. At first,
looking mo over vindletively, he decided 1o
inquire inte the truthifulness of myv state-
ment,
Priucess, who wia still looklog me over as {f
trylng to read me.

**1 besr your pardon.' said 1, although 1 did
not know for what 1 was npologizin

Y ol noed not nak me that," sald
e menus-—"

““That allls n farce, your Highness,"

1 thonght there ware tonrs.

“Don'ty, Princess Beatrico, I pray you. You
are n young Ilady of apirit-n great lady—and
now you mnst hear tha honor of yoor race.
Thess Dalmatinns are Lot worthy your 1

She smiled suddonly,

*What can I do, Col. Gerald?"

*This: In half an hour a mwessenger of the
Government will be here. You will reoelve
bl von will o tknowledge the sttempt bas
falled. Hut you will add thet yoo wish time
to consider—to see If you Cannotnropose

5\:. softly,

terme-

1 will, gladly,” she orled, her faco Nushing,
and I knew that her motnentary loss of self-
contral hind not been on her own account,

“Yon will ask, vonr Highness, untll to-mor-
row moarning. If that time (8 not granted,

on must declare that you will make a hopelesa
sala!. thnt ernlnl\l' will resnlt in the loas of

some Hvews, an

“ANd=1 understand—ther,
I shall say. will
belleve thar will
ness,'

“*And—when we linve the time?" sho hegan,

“*Loave that to me.” smd I, with bravado,
altbuugh I knes at that moment no more what
I should do than the merest child, Only It
was olsar that [ must act for myself —for her,
1 d1d not dare leave the issus to her ndyners

1 will, Col, Gorald,” sald she, roftly, *'1
leave all to you and I belleve in you™

1 ralsed her hand to my lips, snd In that act
Fignor Renl. his face aslien, interruptod ue,

“It's true," he sald, “true."

“Dig Cgunt Balbl send Jacopo, as 1 sug-
gerted ™ 1 hegan,

“*Yes. What af 1ty

“Slgenor Renl.” luterrupted the Princess, **
will manage this affair. Report to me when
the mengenger returns, Come, Col. (Gerald,
1 will see this with my owi eyes.”

“1f you will allow e ﬁnl.u- Highness," 1
n!nmrﬂ.dt' *I now shouid better consult with
ths Uount,"

flgnor Henl regnrded me atill with that little
vindletive stare, and yet I anw that fear for
Limself was Lils princionl emotlon,

*Come, Slgnor Henl, " sald I, as If 1 had all
the authoriiy m the world: whan he followed
me ay I he thought Tmight arrive at somo ex-
sodiept. The Princess hesitared, and then nee-
Iig that 1 was irylng my pest to solve uur
riddle she turned without & word through the
little postern Aoor into the hall of Bergamo.

“*I have been & fool, Bignor Renl,"

Kb, signor?™ .

“Evear t:’ h'n‘vo entered on such an fll-ar-

ranged
by ho sald with sur-

seeing 1 mean
ﬁ:nnt thms request."*
the result, your High-

&l ’

g\'o dld onr best, slgnor.'
rrl?t‘nufhumlllu. which had its source I knew
n bis y

“Yet you are a brave man," I said. “‘to have
dared lt‘. I respect brave umn."“ldnnilybbc]-
leve he was theoretleally brave,

*Hut now, Bignor Count, I chonse to direot
this muttor mysalf. It Is se!f-preservation,”

*What can we do— 1"

"“Leave It Lo me, signor; [ have s way."

**I aocknowlodge I have none,”

1 shuddered as I thought hiow poor my wa:
war, for Inctually knew nf none,. t1d
not dare snow the l.u? leaders this, for 1
longer trustod them, neted as if I know t
exact way out of the difeulty. That Bal
believed In me, or graaped at sny proposition

1
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relloving blm from the responalb)
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When he had gons [ taroned 1o the |

proven by Lhe ma!mr:hwtﬂ whioh
;,m the messaneor 10

the Government. In the mean WAS

oiing sen and land, & van of the attack

ne party had paased a short distance AWRY.
Thestwilght. for It way NOW PAxt sundown
was alngiinrcly still, and T no? the sen wAN
nlmost unrafMed. On one side of the great
Fatare  tower that nnrlrn?lr ind dominated
thinZcoast in the Intarest of the robber Homaes
wasn & window, T [boked at tho const line
low, and Itstantly nn idea corurred which ted
me to lonk nt the hesitating line of Prifice
“rederiok’s poldfery, The sky was overcast,
nnd it promised n dark night

At that momen. | heard Balbl ordsr the
Towering of the draw, and Isaw Balbi's o
wengar, Jdacopn, anpronching  with  snother
peranti.  As this persan came over the rasty
draw, | recnenized the little sly fallow with
whom the adventure had begun in Now York,
the ane man In this world whom 1 {hought
I hated for havine done me n positive Injury,

"The Haron Massimo,” Henl sald at my
ahoulder,

Massimo ndvanced toward ns, awalting him
In the outer court, smillng. Six of HBalbl's
peasants were dintributed about armed with
the muskets and knives wo bad sucoesded In
takinz from Venlee. We, Indeed, had muni-
tions for 1.000 men,

1 may that"Mainimo ndvanced towasd uas like
n wentleman who enters a house on a formnl
fnvitation, nnd as If to lmpress us farther with
hin senmo of the formality of the ocension, he
addressod ua in Freneh, which etill 18 the
lankunge of diplomaey,

AN messlenrst sald he, YT am sor.y the
oceasinn (4 #0 unfortunnte for you - "

Yot i ) remeraber aelght.' sakd Balbi, who
had turned abont feom raisineg the draw, “the
Haran Mansimo himenlf showed some Intersst
to Mer. Réux in this very affilr,™

o get knowledee teom fools, messlours,'’
Maantmo sald at this.

“Huyeh," T eonld not reslst anying, “wans Mer,
Reéux's iden of the nntues of Massimo's eprand,*

He turned th me ot this, his faee darnnln{.
lookine sarcastionlly at the sword 1 had hnck-
Imd absnt my tweeds, the only Inelgnia of my
Jonitfon as Colonel in this episodical rebellion,

“You nre slll meddling, Mr, Gerald.'' he
nald, fn Englishe  “You do not appear to bave

wroflted by the lesson | gave you. But, yon
l‘lt\l.lhllfrl! never will medile again.™

“*Thnt deponids "

“On the futore. Mr. Gerald. 1thiok the fu.
tere o8 Prince Frederlek's, 101 minstaxs nnt.
know you ferl unplensantly toward me i

“Ah, no. Haron.” sald Baibl, whn had recov-
wrod s sanefrofd, “*we admire your wit, which
suffarcd yvou to Intrigue with ua, so that {f wo
should sneeeed yon might profit by such a
turn of cleenmetancen, '

“You moy admire my hravery, Count Balbi,
which Teads mo here into vour power, whan, ne
Gon, Haronto told me, you might hold me an
hostage,"

“Pardon mo,” sald 1 hore, “yon donbtless
knew that this eould hove boen forelen tn the
Princrss Bontrive's nuture, If uot to ours. Yon
kuew you ran no risk. As for my lord the
Count's vremark on your trying to plav _two

rin, | mysell bnlleve you apnronched Mgr.

dnx slmply as noapy.”

“You are l|lulle rlght.” =ajd_ he, looking nt
mo ont of the eves of whioh ho now held the
expression hidden,

“And in the mean time we are keenine the
Princess walting,” | led the way to the great
hall of the castle, where the candlen had heen
t, and where onr mistress (for now [ will con-
fass I regarded hinr na mine) was seated In an
armehnir with her woman. and two of Balbl's
mservants making her little conrt,

If I had tremblod how, girl ns she wis, shio
wonld conduot herself nt this srisis, T was
maore than surori=ml by the ndmirable self-pos-
asealon of her who leoked tunt moment the head
of the anclent Rowaga. Her yellow  halr
neomed n crown:  her eyes fashed, and her
cheske were Tushed with excitement over this
turn of affnirs,

*Well, ron Massimo, T am no longer yoar
prisoner.” There was in her tonn the lnast re-
soniment at this agent of the Delmatinn (Gov-
wenm=nt, who had tricked her and deprived her
her liberty.  Masslmo inelined his head, not
riecnsly,

*Yon wore dotalned, your Highness, to pro-
vent other people losing their lives on your se-
count In n frultless attempt to overturn the
Government of Tinlmatia,  Asit 18 now, vour
enne~not your indiwvidunl case—-tnt tha* of

ounr follevier*, is worse,  Some will Jose thelr
iven for rebellion i)

1 stopred forward, Lalf expecting her tncry
out at this,

“But that {8 the polht, Naron Meesimo,"
ihe 'rincess sald, ealinly snough, although her
faco grew white, and | knew nor manner was
but a mask, My friemds have beon wrong In
forcing me into this —"

“*You, plalily.'

“And [ suppose they must suffer the conse-
quences '’

“Pay the penalty, your Highness, '

‘But this erroneotus vonrse, Daron Massimo,
hra bern taks*n for me - far my houss, 1 can-
not soe them suffer without an effort -

“*But you can do nothing, your Highness, *

“SWhether [ can or not 1 want this nlght to
copsider some plea to make to the Govern-
ment.”

**It can cnme to nothing."

She rose at this, her eyes fashi g,

“*Baron Massimo," she eried, *"if voua do not
concede this vou and your army shall not get
Into Bergamo unti] g1l my friends hnve died in
defending 1t J4 It not better for a bruve man
to e fNehting than on the scaffold? I cannnt
deny them thie,  If they fAcht same of the
Government troops ahall die ns wall as thay.”

Masslmio plaioly was Impressed by her words
and manner.

“Put,” she continned, *1¢ 1 take reasunallo
time to devise aome means of presenting tiee
gentlemen's ciases 0 the Government, | i
eay to" them, *There {s n chrnee, my friends’
Itesistance hmrlr means death, for we are i
small cnmpany Inoan olld, dlsused fortress."

“Hut, vour Hlclin

“You have heard,” she answered.
you powe’ to make the terma?"

“Have

| utter luck of

He looked down far n moment as If deliber-
ating, and then,consilering. doulitleas, our case |
hopeloas In any event, and that a show of somn
coticession woull appear better to the world,
he mald, “Your [Hixhness shail have your wish

your useless delav nntil 7 to-morrow."*

Until ¥ to-moarrow.” | heard Balll repont.

“*Untll 7 towmwmrow,” ackpowlsdged tlie
Princess, “Al, Barnn, [fenr iUs n uscless
enough requiest, but I must make o far thevn
poor gentlemen's sakes -and for the poor fel-
lows, their servants.™

“I am_2led o crant von this, yvour High-
ness, wnd [ willdicee! Gen, Barnato according-
Iy, Mossimo radd, makltic an obelsance,

The Princess kept tier self-possession untdl b
had disappesrsd under Balbi's eonduet, and
then she sank back with o little ory,

1 could not hnve kept uy i moment langer,
M. viornkl. nnd now you must dotae rese’’

e Highoes<™ wadd 1l belleve kueelin
before her, for [ hate n womnan in tears), "7
will try as best I may."™

Bhe looked at me thraugh her tears,

“How can you do anything, poor Gerald?
And you are in vhis for mo.™

“Trust tome,” Isald softly. But Tdid not trust
o mysell. AL the moment wo heard the creak-
Ing draw, declnring Masslmo's desarture,

CHAPTER XIL
HOW T EMPLOY A HTHATEGEM OF OTNER MORE
FAMOUS GENEILALS DEFORE A VICTORIOUS
ENEMY.

Presently Dulbl returned, raving he had the
castle manted ns well ns ke could with his
few armed peasants.  His faco diaplaved Lis
cxpedionts, while tenl hud 1is.
tened 1o my shiore tnlk w.th the Princess with-
out \'rr.t.url‘:mu word, bocanse Lo, tuo, had noe
oninten Lo plvanee.

“Itdls mounrk nlght” snid T, not Intending to
be facotious, "I can assure you," nod speaking
now risther to myselr,

“Yes, Loaw clouds, without n breath of
wind," Tulbl assentod,

“So much the hegter,’

“What do yon mean.” the Princess asked,
looking at mo with brightaning eyos,

“If thora s s boat pe

“Thera is, 1 hase told you," Balld hastened
to explpin, rather impatiently, as the slitustion
frrltated him,

“We dn lower it from the window on the
slde of the sen. '’

Yesr" sald the Dreincess cagerly.
f thers were suouuh boats Lo oarry us pll,"
I will innulre,” sild Balbi, golng out,

“Wo may e ahis to get out to seat” sald the
Privesss, clapplng her Lisnds,

“If the ses will permiy’ andd I,

“Thete ire thvee, I And,'" sahl Balbl, return-
fogg and catelilng my luat words,

“iaw far Is Lo Zucar’

“Fifteon miles, following the coast,"

*The sva romuining calm, wo mightireach
—any Anivn, In three Lours,”

e (don nad coourend Lo me at thint momont,

1 limte 1o confess myscll bemten, gentle-
men, suld I, turning to the Irresponsive Hani
and to Haltd, “earticialarly ns ouly wo can
suffer In this affale wa have undertagon. For
the Prinvess it ey niean slmply temporary
fnrlsonmient, for I beliove her posttion-—and
the lnterventinn of the poiwers —will make hor
puulsbment go no farthier (i the end thsn ban.
ishment from Dnbimatia,'*

1 do nut gudts folluw you," eald Reni,

“fode' salil the Princoss, similing, “and [
would give tho world to thwnrt tliem after nll.*

“How much of a force |¢ left ln Zorat"

“FProbably not over 200 men.’”

“Aud who ls commmndant Where?™

1 twllove u fareigner, Cal, Ferguson,
Irisbiman in the Dalmatinn seryvice.™

JAnd the Prinee s thore:’

“Prince Frederlck amd his famlly.”

s thil e sabd I, my own interest kindling
in the Iilllal. as i nventor's winy in nan ldes
fwo will drop the bonts out of the window, |
thes are in any sarvicesble condition; that s,
on the slde of the sen, snd I do not belleve we
shu!l b observed in the darkness, unless the
Anron Massiimo has thought to |u\_rrnl the coast,
which | do not belluve he has,  For who wonlid
think of vm descending from that window?™

“Hut the sea s dapgerous with such hoats ss
are likely to be here," Intorruptod Henl,

“ilave lmaginntion, Slenor Hend' T erind,
“We will not put out g sea.  Wo will row to
Zarn."”

o Zarai"

“We will ap{.umr Lafora Col, Ferguson, whe
will beo astonisled enough, thinking that the
trodeps eent out for our capture hase um, \.o
will ‘say that wo are the van of auother foree, '

“HBut Af he refusesy" .

*Wo will nor permit {t. Wewill persunde
him by our effrantery, Wo will take the Prince
prisoner Instead of ﬁu troope taking us. We

an

¥y Wha

can dlotate terms, And | have scen snough of |

D e men 0 e
b the Russian and English reresenta-

vl
i il 1 L sach
othar, "o they will nat Aot fer o

__lt.‘n n dangorous plan,” !!iﬁrmr Han

Ivs our only one,” | sald,
bt the chunces are we shall bo taken."

Tt in the only way,* sald the Princess, " Ah,
Cal. Geraldl, | awe yon mach. '

Bue firs; we must see that the boats w‘ll
anawer, If thoy fall, we ahall bs forosd to build
A TALL to carey us to shore, and then— "

Try the bopts,” wald the Princess. "'We
will not (.11 Lefore wo linow."

‘Meniitime,” Balh! iterrupted, “'a brave
rhow must by kept of the ramparts being
manned.

“They do hot belisys wo cAn geL AWAY un-
laﬂ wa slionld fy."

And they may be right, but we oan try T
sald, doubifully enouch.
1w will " erted the Princess, clapping
hier linnds [ike the girl she wa=, and yet, n few
momenis befiore, In Baron Massimo's presence
she tiwl beon the self-contalned woman,
The hoats were examined carsfully. Two
anpeared to be seaworthy,  The nther wo ex-
]lv_rrhnnmm'l with and thought 1t might stand,
hon wo exsmined the window, s bromd opans
Ing Intendml for n gun sarringe, (saw: now
gunrded by feame of fron hars,  The frame
Hwing open, pormitting mae to ook down Inte
the sea, and out Intn the blackuess, for fartu.
nately, as | have salid, the night was very dark
from the clouis, thers belug no moon. Ropes
were found, and Halbi's man, Jawopo, i birave
Tusonn. volunteered to make the first risk,

Cnuticusly, for, afternll, the enemy might
have patrols, we lowersd the hoat with the
mnn wnd oppes, making, I thoneht, an Intoler-
ible nolse, The Prinevss stood atmy alhow,
an Intevosted witness of the proceeding. The
timo  sevmed long, Mix hmd beon lefv with
Balbl autstde on the eampni ta, and six 1itele,
wiry fellows—with the strength those little
Tuncnns sometimes have wore aLthe task 1
superintended.  Presontly we heard a splash,
and Jacopi's ory, [ Alrected tove of the men
who salil they ’i]ltl followed the rea Al onm
time ta go down the rops to nesist him, and to
got tho boat alrendy lowersd out  of the
wiy of tho opo to Follow, Al this, you may
belleve, wis done with canstant fear of Inter.
ruption, \When Jacopo's ery came again, and
wo had pulled up the ropes, knowing all wna
well helow, Ilan? cnlled in three more fronn
the ramparts. loaving there three with Balhl,
Putting one in the next hoat, we lowered this,
with an squal auccesn.  Then I discoversd Lthat
the third and worst boat bhmd no ears.  Bot
finally 1 agresd with Ronl, who lere volun-
toereid the opinlon that the two hoats would
carry our party of seventeon, Including the
Princoas nnd her womnan,  Six men weoro nl-
ready below, manning the boats, which wero
Inunehod so easily as the Tiundationa of
the tower of Tergamo are lald below low thle,
which ot Nirst had been n-‘uuntinn. Now wap
the guestion of lowering the women.

I will wait for you, Col. Gernld," the Prin-
cess nald, *°] shounld not dare trust myself to
any one olsas.**

Whils this remark flattersdl me, particu.
Intly with the expression pecompanyine it out
of those durk eyes, Itdid not maks the diin-
enlty of getting the I'rincess and her womnn to
the boats ensier,

FINALY One ol the men suggested TYINg toe
woman 10 him, binding her to the rupe by a
sllpnooss, The womon sbivered, Hut when
thu Princesn a=iured her that she, t3o, wis to
follow [n thoe same menner, ahe wWas reassured,

First we were forced 1o cull In two more nen
from outelde, leaving but Dalbi and one mnn
1o keep up the appearatee.  Balbl eauntloned
me not to forget the arms, whizh we let down
before the man and the Princeas’s mald. The
waman crossed hersel§ ngain nnd again, but her
mintress’ eyos encouraged her.

It hind eome to tie Princess’s ture, it being
necessiary th koep s sufielent nunber of the
men Atove ta lower her pafely.

*1 will go down that rope with no one hut
yon, Slgnor Gerald,"” she declnred positively.

1 had intended to be the last from the tower,
for now, having taken the wifal* so entirely in
hand, | countmd It In some senise my own; yet |
folt thint slie wan more preclons toan sll tho rest,
nor was [ willin= ta commit her to another,

As | hiave auld, slhe was In o riding habit, wa
having eapocted to l=ave Hergnmo ou the (alsa
Intelligence wa had hind, and [ proved the best
wawn for the purpose, The slipnoose abaut
the rope was tied abon. her widst, nnid then
bt 1 pansed, [ conld not see her tace in the
durkness, in which we hnd sorked thus far,
Yet 1 felt auddenly strangelv hiappy, as [ feit
lier close to me, my arms about her, na we ven-
tured Into that mysterious abyse, Down we
went. 1 eounld feel hor heart ngainat mine,

and 1 knew suddenly why 1 wes ln Dinlmatin: |

thnt no otler woman la all the waorld
wonld gver mean unything to me,

Ther  Tacopo's volee called and we were in
the swiuvine boat, My heart beat untii 1 oon o
hear !t, T thouelit, For what, If after all this
risk, we naw shonld fatl?

“You who have been ano brave, be hrave now™'
nlie whispered jow to me, her haod on ey shonl-
der, reading my fear.

It seemed nn oue bofore thoe first of thosa
Iett followed: theu, the otlinrs, and last of all
Balbl—che hirave Halbl. And then our fears
Inereasing the sound « € the ont boeats, wo hezan
1o row along the roast to the sonth—to Zars—
10 the oqually dangerous risk; while this other,
Indeed, wns not over,

(T'o L eontinied.)

and

PARLOR LFCTURER'S GOITNN,

Bhe Faye Mere Attention to Them Thaw
.the Mahject on Which She Lecturen,

Thn parlorg lecturer s getting ler gowns
rewdy for the winter campalgn, She may no: be
very well grounded on the partlcular subject nlie
Is golng to lecturs abont, Lut In a well-pasying
Industry like hers she cannot afford tn waste
time ofn o mere side issuo.

“Iulwava buy my lecture gowns in Paris,’*
aha ronfides ta the woman Interested In ler
methods, “If T “iave only a few weel's to
spend abiroad I devote at least two of them to
pitking up bargalus, One has to impross

| ane’s nudience, and the fit and mnterinl of o

gawn must bo nice onougn to siand critical
{nspection. Now, when I guve that conrse of
talks last winter on North German nst anid
literatare 1 wore 3

*Oh! Do you upderstand German:'' Inter-
rupls herslintener cagerly.

"*No, but 1 ‘read wp' onit. Ilhad eplendid
names for patroncsses, and when [ directed
my announcemont cards 1 had Mres, ddo G.'s
calling list to go by, You know it’s utteriy ruln-
ous to send outleven a’single card to the wrone
person. and so often you mlcht be decelvedl.
It was awlully good of Mrs, de (.

“DIA T make much money? Well, let me
think. Tha sulscription was 5 for the course,
anml fully o hoodred or more names wore pul
down.  [lgede agaod deal over 8400,

“Semetlmes it's  the woerest accldent that
secures n leciurer & good send-off," she con-
tinupds “'Now thera wns Miss V., that Cali-
fornla girl who dud so well two seasons ngo,
Bhe lectured on the classie art, and the me-
dieyal, and all that. Sho had no turn for it
unturally, and told me privately that she

hated musty old things, and pever wonlid luve
kot on  atall but that Prof. D's consin bl

marrled her cousin, and that helped her to
know tha Jlﬁlulu who wars worth  while,
Bome rieh family sho had known out West

wis orazy to wet into the D" set, aud they
bought uo end of tekets and attonded regn-
Iarly, Pross notices, forolgn press notloos,
help ono out s lob too,  They count with the
krave and serious minded, peoplo who don't
apiee 1o be conaldered fashionalile or ‘1 so-
cloty," If a reador or wn elpeutionist or a
leeturer Las bLeen heard In oven the smallest
Uttle town nabroad, and can show that the
papera ook notlce of her, nhe can got an in
Amwrlea even If whie aus wiubhed bofore golng
0 Europo.  D'rens notices also count with tho
penple who lntroduce you,"

Of course, for the woman who really knows
thie rlghit ser, lecturo giving Is comparatively
Mn{. Bhe simply hiresn cab and drives rounid
making coalls, she explains Ler  proposed

course™ before slio talies leave of ench hosteas,
anil gots hor praomise to subseribe,

To uan the words of an often victimized per-
son, “Hhe slmply takes you by the throat and
never lots .iu 1l you promlu to whiell out
twlee n couple of dollars.”

he parlor lecturor in golog to talk nhout
arohitecturs  this winte=. ‘The architedtural
fad inlin the air, and [t will take n groat many
morning  wnd  afternoon leotures by o great
many able and Indiferent lecturers to cloy
the appotite In als direstiomn,

Do tnost of the women who ‘go in' for thess
lectures on architectire expect to dulld housus
or atherwise put thelr knowiedge to uses a
well-Kuown arolitect was askel.

"Hudld housew? No. thoy have no ides of
building houses, but thers I8 0 rago among
women of leisure fust at present for exploiting
that  subliject. The term ‘exploll’  juet sulin
thin plan of opsrations that the average archi-
tectural locturer pursfies, She remls u{n Rus.
kin imnd a more unrelinble golde could nut
well be found), perhaps gets & smatiering of
Rocine, and priges hersolf to talk ormouinrl
of *unredtrained lleonse,® 'eold monotony,’ and
the ke, Such leeturera show ability. how-
ever,” he ndded, “They contrive o give a
eartaln Hghtness and airiness (o even the most
abstruse  subjects, snd glide over the ronnd
a3 smoothly chat the andience never suspects
the pitfulle they aveld. All soclety s in
quest of ‘eultore’ nowadays, Rivh and poor,
young and old, married and siongle, are in-
tent ‘en culture by the shortest rond, They
wiuni tho eulture that comes from without
rather than within, and that does not tax the
mantal powers ynduly."

“Indaoro s lecture,”' & ¥0Ung women sail ra-

cently. *lt's such acharming way of getrin
au {dea of & subject. aliotild never think o
rending up anything for myself, bue if I can

:'.!t I?I;I! ?uu nllq.- to do It and then tall me all
ant it Iam happy.'

This |s the secret of the unaualified puccess,
financlal and otherwise, thatthe parlor lec-
ture Is menting witth, When ths elemsnt
that the lsoturer eaters to improves, ahe will
lmprove, or ;livq:pmu somelhing better,

A Tale of Shipwreck on
the High Seas.

BY MORGAN RORERTEON.

" TLooks like & Down-East Yottom," said Capt.
Diavis to his first mate, as lasoanned the surions
object on the wenther tow throngh the glasses.
**1 w'posu alio oapalzed (n the squs!l this noon."

“Yen'" sald the mate, ' guess so, ThAU's cops
perspaint--not metnl, It's the first time 1've
neen a big eraft bottom np, They don't get over
w0 far. an n rnle, Shnll 1 got the boat and try to
read Lier name? Can't boe far under water,"

“Noo IUI be known [n time, Hor erew can't
bo far off uniess thoy're drowned, She's a big
follow, may be A four.sticker. l{eop away on
the eourso, Mr. Baker, "

The schooner Claremont of Hath payed off
and the object of disensiion, a hull, bottom up,
show!sg n glletening keol apont three feot nbove
the mean plate of the heaving ground swell,
awung toa point on the SAunrtor and bocame
dim and obsenrs in the Incresslng gloom of the
oveniig. Nukold and desolate it looked to the
erew as they watohed it recede, an Ironical
commentary on ahipowners' hopes and plans; a
dismnl reminder of their own poussible ending,

“Blie's Hosting on theale in the hold," said
one of them, an netive young ginnt ina Line
shirt, 1o hin mates on the forecastlo deck,
*When It hins all leaked throngh the senms,
she'll te vlose to the bottom."

“lu my “pinfon,' snid & grizzled old tar seated
on the cathead, “thers's sumething wrong with
the bulld of & craft that'il net like that, Think
no, Hansam "

“Yes, Bill, there s, «nid the other, ns he
turned a palrof thoughtful syenon the questions
er.' You see there's Httle dend rise there, pruc-
teaily s flat Lottom. That means more ¢argo
room for the siime dfavght of water, Butif a
craft like that gets over fir enongh to bury her
canvas, she's apt to go the rest of the way."

Tow speaker, whose sunburned faco wore an
exuression of Inielligence, beaan pacing the
wenther side of the deck, for he was oo the look-
ont, his fine proportione showing In n pleasing
silouette against the lessening light of the
western sky.

Soon elght bells potinrded from nft, and spring-
Ing Hehtly oI tho forecastle 1o the fore hateh,
'he ropeated It on the Lieary bell hung to the
foremnaat.
bio wan presontly relfeved. A Hght alr blew the
Claremant to the sonthiward until mMnight:
then it failed, and with eaneas ldly Aapping and
booms tugging nlternately at slicets and boom
tackies, ns nhie rolled in the trough of the olly
swell, the schioonoer Iny hirlpless.

At 1 o'clock Mr. Todd, the second mnte,
sleeptly Joungine over the buolwarka, was
atartled into wakuefulness by a hearty hall from
the port beam.

“Schooner. ahoy!
sald thio volce,

The sounil of cara thomping between thole
pins was heard, and a dark object loomed out of
the gloom.

“Who are you *** shouted the ofMficer.

“The crew of tho schonter Walknre

The man at the wheel, tha bluc.slirted sailor
called Mansom, vitered an audible exelnmation,
and, holding the jerking wheel with one hiand,
leaned toward the rall acd peered at the ap-
primching boat,

“Come alongside,” anawered the second mate;
atd then lie tanped at the Captaln's window,
| who prescntly appenrod,

W hat's the trooble ' he asked.

* Boat alongslite, slr: Walkure's crew, ther
any. May beloug to the craft we pacsed,

“Come aboard,” enlied Capt, Diavis, na the
kout bumpod nealnst the (dile of the schooner.
Elght men clnmbered over the rail, one with
tue painter, which Le tmade fast toacleat, and
mustered nft near tha poop. where Capt. Davis
met them.

*Isthe UCaptain on deck ¥'* naked a tall young

Will yon take us aboard”

dent, eareless swing of his shoulders, and speak-
lugin a musical nceent of volee, which, though
plensant on the whinle, hod a flippant riog to lt.
It was the volee that had halled.

"1 um the Captaln.™

*Our sehooner turnsd turtle yest rlay noon,
Captain, The ekipper drowned before our eyes,
but we conldn't get to him,
Downs, was below at the time, and we never
saw her again, Lamothn mate, this (s the sec.
ond mate, and Lhese are the crew.™

“Wo must bave passed your vessel at sun-
down, Bothatwasthe Walkure, [ knew Capt,
Downs and hLis family. It will be sad news for
Lis wife, The young ladv, ns | remember her,
was handsome,  linve you snved anythiing

“Nothing but whiat we stand In, sir, We hul
the bost over to paint, or we coulidn't hove got
awny ourselves'

*Well, make yourselves snug as yoil can
forwurid. Nr. Todd, rouse up the conk 1o glve
theso wen u bite or twa, Make the bont fast
asteen, sod we'll Tif 1t up in the mornivg, There
woa't beany wind to.night,"*

The Captaln steppeid down: the rescued men
disappesred In the direction of the forecnstle,
and ns Mr, Todd carrled the boat's painter aft,
the moan at the whvel spoke to Lilm,

"M Todd" Livenid,” will you nsk John=on to
tnko tho wheel 8 moment? That was my last
ehitp, I'dli%e roialk to thore feliows,”

“Johnson lawled the ofMcer, *lay aft, re-
leve the wheol,"

Jolina i, wiio hsd steered the lust trick, camn
wit grimbiing to Biuselt, and (e othier, Kiving
Lidan e coupse, sped fursard sl Lurst into the
fornodstie, whers tho neweomers Lind setileq
them=elves on boxes and vhests, Seizing the
OULE Tuio by r1 e demasided,

!

M nracly @
“Hello, Mr, Hoansom vou here?' smd tho
other. Lot go! What's thie "
& ! mister gue, ‘tom Ackiand. 'm *fore

the Liis, hore, Atsner me.

“Yews: ehe must e Shie coulidn't getout o
the enbln, nnd we couldn't beip ber.  She must
ba' been drowned at once.'

And you lelft shbhout findlng out? Left her

to drown or emother in that vabin ?  Don'l vou
know your teade?'  Ho atilfted Lis Aoeers 1o
the throat of the mate, stnking him vigorously,
“Don't you Kpow thiat there's alr enough iu
that cabin to keew her olive for hiours ¥ Ob,
Lat you did Kiow  you did know, Onply you
haven't tho risk  your precious Tife,
vy tny that you were ot
sebaol, who'd throw o stusio and rat. You took
my place in that schooner,  Yon were ln oliarge,
mtieh you pullet moway aod lelt that girl to ale,
the girl who threw e over for you, Oh, you
Lound! And she thouglt yon were a man,"

1im wolee wnduil in broken aceents of grief
and rage, Huldasing s hold, e sank down
on o cliest and coverod bis face with s hknds,
wiile convalinive shvdders ran throngh his
grom. frame, 'Tho minte, nearly black In the

ave from ble choklog, stood gpand drew away
from biw, muttering, ns soon ws hie could spoak,
“1'm as much of wowinn as yuu are, any day,*’

“Think shio may be alive yel, Hausom 2
asked vid B from his bunk,

Ransom liftedt his head. “'What enrgo did
you bhave, iuen 2" hoe n=Reil, addresalng Live nwe-
atruck and shiame-faccd crew of the Walkure,

* None, sir: we ware fiyin® Hgot £ om Hae-
vane," apswered one, tn the tone of respect for
an oiiesr, which Kansom, oven us s foremust
Land, voald so vasily aufurce,

Al when disd you go over?®"

At noon, eirS" rald another: **1 wan at the
whoel, and she'd Just stepped down, Stue'd bown
aunlus me whist Fow'd suipped i, bat T couldn't
Lell bes’

Itnseom slowly ratwsd himpelf to his feer, Nl
fove Hghung with an expression of hope. A

chance, theres & chanes yot™ He bounded
through the forvcastle door and ran afc, ful
lowed by the rest,

" Mr, Todd,” he cald, a8 he reacked the poop,
“will you end) the Captain ¥

AW hiat for "

“here's a girl In the eabin of that schooner
back youler.'

“reat Heott! Is that wo ¥ My, Todd tappod
a second time ny the CUaptain's window, and
agaln Capt.-Davin uppesrod, somewhat ruflled
at belng called twice on such s fne night.

S Capt. Dayis," sald Hansom oxeitadly, * Capt.
Downs's danghter 1o in the cabin of the Wil-
kure, Will you lot un take the boat back and
try to get hor out® 'l hore’s time yet,"

‘Whnt's that 7" sald the Captain, * In that
cabin? I thought shiv was drownel.”

' No, slr,"” sbouted Hanpoim: " shie wan below
and wis caught there; but there's wir in (he
hold, L'nlnrlh. and Jessio can swim. Anyhow,
alie oould Huat on the abile or chsira,”

g you know her, Kansom "

“1Lwas wate of that oraft tlve years, Captain,

“Whoore in the present mnio of thiat vessel ¢
anked the Captaln.  From the resr of the crowd
of men enme Acklaud, Capl, Davia scanped
bim closely, thet ln u grave Lune of voloe askod ;

“In it trae, sir, that you left & young woman
ln"‘i-'ll.:l F‘T&? - Caplain, dead allve,"

' ore, Capilain, ar vo," an-
| awered Ackisad, I doa' see bow we could

2

It marked o clisnope of watches and |

fellow, stenping out of the group with a confl- |

Lis Cauzhtor, Miss |

toon,'t e mutiered Dt Lii‘teen houes, thiore's & |

| the mast agaln.

l

| :--rim:-- death this man whom hie had insulied

have got her nﬂn#. It we

ll&.%-—ﬂax“m n't do

. L Mﬂl&" sink "fore we 1o

been abused not doing the Imposs|ble; just

the same, 1'll make one to g0 back, If any one
" He gavas ftansom a 100k of hatred,

L‘lEL Davis took a tnrn along the deck before
speaking agnin,

“ Hansumm, " he salil as hs faced him, “Itis &
hard tblng to tell vou In vour pressnt siate of
mind, I understand how yon feal, But the
hull inlow in the water and sinking all the time,

hén we pasied her six hours ago the cabln
flonr must limys baen elose to the surface of the
water Innlde: by this tlme it (s over it, and Misa
Dawna {s dead.”*

*Hot there's n hateh In that floor," anawered
Tiansom veliemently. * which woull\ fall off as
the oraft went over. She could get lhm!lgll it
into the hold, tlvo me one man and the boat,
Cantain, and 'l get her,*

* No, you cou'd not; it Ia folly, [ hava noan-
thority to prevent these men from taking to
thetr boat agaln, bt 1 cannnt permit you or any
member of my craw to leave thin vessgl, Go
forwnard, men.

“Take your wheel, Ransom,” sald Mr, Todd,

“ By Heaven, | won't," shouted Ransom, and
before anv one knsw what he was abont to do,
Ie hind sprune to the taficatl and monnted intn
the sehnonoe's one boal, hanging to the davits.
Hnlsing hin faot, he brought the heel of & heavy
nea-Boot down on the Lottom, A plank gave
way, leaving n gaping bhole, Spring ne Inboard
Ilr cast off the valnter of “Valkuro's boat. nne
dropping Intn (L, shaved nff and was a dnzen
fret mwny hefore the astounded Captaln bad
grasped the altuation,

b Iinn-nm. come back here. Thin lamutinous,
Me. Tidil, exnmine onr bont and sen whnt ha's
done 1o ft, Come back, do yon tiear * splits
tered the Captaln, Ransom, master of tho alin-
tlon, answered quietly:

11 eome inok [f | suecerd, Captaln, and Fou
wait for me" Droppine an oar over tha atern
he senlied the boat alongside and called

“Where's that cowardly hound who thinks
Ne's noman? Jdamp In here and prove your man-
hood, Tom Ackland., 1 want halp,"”

“*Camea closer, rnnrld Aetinnd, roriuzing
on tue rall ienin slicerad tho boat in, and he
leaped lighitly into her.

“Jdump in, the rest of y¥ou, and bring that man
bek," shinuted the Captiln, and some of the
mren followed Ackland t the rall, buat no
further, for Hansom leld hia onr  longer than
the Jmp would be--polsed alofe; and they knew
Lils strengily

“That was ahirave
Tandy “and e didn‘t even wot his feet'”
pushied the bont awaey with the oar,

*UCnpt, Dyt e ealied, * will {_ﬂn glve me
the course through the firat wateh

* Yer, you sutoldal fool; dus south.' The Cap.
teln bl Just leavned of the dapmge to his hont,
and, unable to vurrue Ransom, was disposed 1o
make the bestof i, Uil come back nod pick
you up when the wind eomes, Ransom,” Lo
added: = but | shiall punish you for this'

“Thank you, Captain. 1'll make for the pole
slur and allow that the wreck Istwenty inlles
bnek. Any one else want to eome and help ¥

There was no answer, and Ransom, turning
to his motionless companion, eommand ron-
tempinonsly: * Get out an oar thers and go Lo
“ rkS The other oheyed, Hansom ranged the
bgnt stinr Strlus uver to the Loat's quarter, »0
that the pole star hiung over the bow, and sl-
lently the twa men pulled awny, lansom, the
atrouger, ag the nmce nnr and Ackland behind
him. The Iatter might have heen unnhle If
eulled vpon tiexplain hin motives Irg‘]nln!nu in
thils expedition. Emarting with homiliation, he
had hue blindly thouelit of revones or justifl-
cation, and on the reckless imopulse of the mo-
mant, and possessing ennngl of the sequlred
cournge of n nenronn to make lght of the dan-
ger inan npen boat at sen, ho had voluntesred,
aid thien been goaded [nwo following Kansom.

Ransom, on the contrary, felt, as the Captain
had tormed hilm, suleidal tn his desperation.
He had defled his superior. desert in duty,
and was realdy to attempt n fent that would ap-
pal tho heartof any refleotive muan; and not
only that. but todrag or fores [nto danger and

Jump," he sneered to Ack-
He

and whom he held negatively responsible for
the perll of Jessle Downs.

“Lay hack on that oar there." lis ordered.
“1' do the steering,”

“Wiiat are you gotng to do? asked the other,
as hie panted at the oar.

“Thrash r-nu witlin an inch of your life if I
snve ber: kill you If Ldon™e"

Ackisnd felt that this speech, delivered in a
coul, guint tone of concentraiod and suppressed
rage, was not an wdle one.  His heart beat pain-
fully agpatnst Ll vitw asdie pulled ot the uar, but
ho d‘ld not answer, and ltanrom went on:

“You've about hmd your day, Tom Ackland.
I've stood by you sll your life -too long, far.
I fought your battles nt school, because 1 ked
your smooth volre and good looks. And yoo
eneaked on mothen, Dutl kept itup, [ mude
voo a sallor and taught you your work,
1 gt o your tirst herth In  the
cabin and posted vou In navieation. | sup-
phsed, ke o fon!, that 1% won  wyour
frinudship, or at least vour good will. Rut
yvon've cut my throat whenever you thonght
yvou could heneflt, Yon lied about me to Capt,
Downs and got him down on me. I'd liave baen
the next Captain In the employ: now I'm ‘fore
You found out 1T was fond of
Jesule arpl from that vioment there was nehange
Inher, You told berthat Twas drunk at Key
West when you knew it woas swamp fever. In
slhiort, after coming Letween mw and all that
makea lite valuahle, after winning Jessio Lway
from me, Ly your lles, you've left her to die by
fnchies, rathier than risk your worthless life to
sove hor, Pray, if you know bow, that we get
thero in time."

Strapped to Roonsom's broad back was a sall-
ar'ssheuwth knife, which Ackland's eyes resten
upan. A murderous lmpulse, barn of hitred
and fenr, possassed nim for the momont, and he
renched for (it but the action disturbed the bal-

drew In h
Hlllotlgn lm%mum
oxygen, Cl feet :am‘te‘h!ar,h.
n AN 0 unen, the
. untll his b L that had
oving, and his heart, that nad nearly
censed lieating, resumed  thelf  functinns
'Then, while hreast and brain were #till rack
with the terriblo agony, ho oalied hoarsely
Ll Poire g

earle,
A wn!llur el —olose Lo himy
P It was worth thiay

1
wnalcomes near]
cenned 1n 4

BOTOAIN ANAW

me. Who s it
om—to hear ir,

“It's me. Josnln: it's Hansom, Whera urg
you 't Onn vou corme tome ¥ * Ned, Ned ; help
me. Savn me, \nil'livﬂmr. Wherenre yay s
He reached (n the direction of lier volce nnd (g
hat hair—wet and dragaled. She wasoling. ing
to the next stunchion, and he drew her 1o iy,

“Ob, Ned! take me oot 1've besn hiere wo
long--»o loni.  And it is dark, snd so cold,” shy
moaned a8 shie clung to him,

* Yoo, Jesale, I will, Ilon't talk now. Lot ma
got my breath."

Shp was silent, and after n Hitle ho placod ey
hands on the stanchion and enld, gently : * liod
ourself. Jessle: I must klek the talie nway

rom the hatoh."

“ion't lenve me, Ned.  Don't' ahe serenmod,

Just nominute, Jesale,” Howank down, tound
the huteh clear, and returned to her. With liy
prm arounid ler be supporied the benumb
and exhaosted girl vntil he thuught hlm.:ﬂ
recovered saMiclently to make the retorn, Them
hesaid to hier: " When I count Lhren take o
‘oo-l. long bLireath and cateh hold af oy nalr,
W must swlm through the vanin,”™ He draw
liur ciove to him and planted s Kiss on hoe enld
Show, whioh barely moved fn responsc. “It's the
1irst oue, Jepsle- pmhn{u the lnst; there's
shinrk uutside' he vald, knowlhag, e mon know
in wnch extremes, thet the shork was all $ha
now conld make It the last. * Heady, now
O, two, theee  He pluced 1is knife hotwoen
1w teeth aml they sank beneath thie surfiuce,

With no obstrocting furnitare, and the dif.
fused bt from the companinnyay to gaide
him, he made the return In much 1osatime than
It Liad taken to feht his way Into the Luld,  fie
i lisd the surfacs alongside the boar and
ganpod: * Here, eateh her,”

Ackiand -5.:rnnu forwnrd, seized tho gicl by
the nrms, and draw her in, wheresho sunk down
botweei tho thwarts, 8 bedraggled beap, sufo,
bt Ihoa dend faint,

* Now, then," said the man in the hout 1o the
mnn In the water, With sn appconriate onth,
“yonstay there” He ralsed niionr. * You've
hnd your day, Ned Ransom. Cloke me and
nhiee me “fore the m will you # tiolng 1o
theash aor kI me, mie yout Get down theres,
The oar deasended, and Wansom, toavoll the
blow, pushed Wlmnoll aoder wate!. The gape
struck the glistenine slde of the shark, which
turning half over, shot past the place where, g
seconil before, bis prey hud besn, '

Under water Runsom shw Ll shelving qnars
ter of the Walkure, anid, thinking quiek)
swath tn It for temporary sifety, Tnsec: o e
Anger nalls fn the seam= of the planking, he
pulled bimselr o tha surface, clone to the keel
and took breath, The shark had made a detoup
and wan comiing again, but from soin error of
Judgment on his part approached from a poing
too far forward, and just ns the wicked jnws
wern within *wo feet of Hansom's leca the
sueliing aide ol tho ahiurk glagced on the vureas
of the guarter, and he misaed agaln. iy 1ne
time hio ind returned Hansom wis on the kesl,

* Well," sald Ackland trom the boat, s he
Inwered the oar, 1 guess you'tn ns well off
thern nn anywhere. Thut eralt won't float more
than half an honr. Biay there and think i§
over.” Lifting the head of thie girl, with a |ser.
Jup grin on his  face he llld"lT: “Tuke yone
Inst look mt ber. 111 tell her all Khont vou when
she recovers.” ankom, standing ankle deep
on the keel, made no answer, and Ackinnd, lay-
ing the mirl down, placed ati oar In the stern
and gave A heave to thirow the bowt's head
aronnd, Hut theoar. wel from contact with the
@irl's clothing, slipped from the sovkor, and nnt
meatmql with the expeotod resistnice, e resled,
and fell overboard. As he toee G0 the surlace
he shrieked, for a dorsal fin wis coming,

* Jeswie, .\_esrle!" b serenmed. "Ih:uum‘!
Helpme! You'vewor n knite. Help! hel-—
The last word wans a gurgle. His tiead sank,
nnd within the concentric ripples abuve him
nrose n dark stain, Hansom, [nspite of bis own
position, was horror-struck,

" | wouldn't have hiurt him now,"” he said te
Lilmsolf, ** now Jossle ls safe. But if she don'y
wake up suon, I'm done for, too, Jesale!" he
ru-‘rrtl; “ Jeswie!™

Either aitrieted by the bloodd or hils valce, &
dozen sharks sliowed thelr knifeilke fina, cir-
cling around the boat. He repeated the call
sgain nnd ngnlo, and at last the girl heard.
Huising her nhewl, shie saw Hansom, standing
kuee deep in the water, making desperate
lunges with his knife at the shurks as they
d i past i, wnd shouting:
ull up here, Jenste, Qulek," heo called.

She was u sallor's child, and could scull a boat,
but, with binrely straneth to lift an oar, made
Rluw Erm::en; snd had not Han-wan sqcresded
fnalrking his knife into one of the sharks, and
galning time {or her in the diversion can by
thi othiers teasing their wonnded compauion to
pleces, she would have been ton Inte, He was
walstdeop wiien he caught the gunwale and
tumbled Inin the boat. Then lie sank down
nearly as ielpless as the girl in tho stern shoots,
who hnd awooned again, and trembled ke &
ehitd: for his wonderful nerve and strongth had
deserted him.

He was tirst to recover.  Stepping to the sterm
he lifted the uneonscions girl in bis arms, hold-
e herso that the warmih of the rising sun
would reach her face, and looked, hungrily,
anxionsly, and in vain, for the pretty fentures
he had kuown. Seveateen bhours of mortal ter.
rur, fuce to tace with death, in solitude, darks
ness, wtid oold, hiad left an impress of agony and
rror on the facn of Jessio Y?t"l’ﬂl thist would
take vears ol tranquil happlness (o erndicate,
but when shie openmd L er ayes and smiled and

auce of the boat, and he misseidl—his knuckles
pressing into Hansom’s side,

with a stormy smile: “1'll need you a while
fonger, but you want watching.'*

Ackiand sullenly obeyved, and for two hours
the strange voyage con‘inued before the next
.\\nrui was spuken; Chea Ackland panted out,
‘P spent,”

* Putl in your oar and get your wind.” sald
Innsom, wrising nnd jerking his own oar Into
the socket at the stern, With mighty stroken,
which indirnted vo inroads of fativue, ho forcml
the boat onward at nearly the foruwer speed,
while Ackland leariwl over Lis unr,

> l\l'utl:ms' tubaceo 3 usked Rutisom.

©

* Here," He drew forth a plog of navy and
landed it down to the man he had promised to
Lul, sckiand was nsallor with a sallor's wants,
nnd, Hike Hopueom, imbued with the ethive of the
Torveastlo ~wliere lobacco Is common projerty.
Ile Litoff a plece and gave it Lack.

“How ean we gel ber ot e asked,

“Woeranld Hansom, slowly and sceornfully,
“We will pull the host 1o the wieck, and vou
will watel the bont while | get herout, 1 know
ot lou well to expect your to help: also | Know
thut fn your binck heart you've enough fepling
for her toipduce you to stand by with Lhis boat.
(therwise I wouldn't trust you,"

L d I suppose, If you do get her out, you
think veu'll marey her on acconnt of it,'* an-
ewersd Acklund, malicionsly,

Iipnwrm’s face became, in the sinrclight, trighe-
Iultosce, “Gotyonr wind "' he asked ina low
valee, et to work, If you have.”

1 atepied forward 1o Lils sea: nzain, and they
piliwi in silenes for a half hour loneer; then on
Ll eaxtern horicon nppeared the first fush of
dny b,

“lo with your
run the distance,

Stlently they walted, Acklnhd seated on the

oara” enlld Ransom, * we've

thwart; Hausom erect tn full stature, while
Lo 1h brightoned and brondened ; *hen, when
the Borlzon o the southward wis deflned, n
Full was seon- the Ularemsont, eoming up with

wwind, (0T (o the weatward, ns the lght In-
creasod, [fansom madeout & Gark spot about
half o mile away, 1t was the kee! of the Wal-

Lllri‘. l‘lllliliun. u "

"0l awny there" e ordered. dropping to
Nis thwart, " 'ull —hend your back," l.l:apllncv.:ri-
edat Acklnnd, ns be fousd his greater strengih
was turning the bout from o stesight Hoe, Ack-
land Inbored silently, beinging 1o fuel tont ' is
petveniureg held Hetle ered [t for him.  Tn n shiors
L Whny swere e 1o the st hoinreed Lli bars-
Iy shiy ik the keel mbos e wiler,

VU Way enosgh; ln with your onr,” shouted
Ranwem, vow in w !rruxr af excisemant. Lo
surany o the slern with bis oar and guided the
boat up to the guarier of the wreck, Uloss Lo
the ruddur showed n darsal fin,

::‘Thnfr A shinrk," exclobmed Ackliand,

Don't he alarimed," snld Ransom, kicking off
his hoots, ** s won't ellmb in, You'te ta Leep
tile boat cluss b the quarter. Ho whiriel his
our aloft atd trought it down over (Le dorsal
fin, which alsappearvd, show ing an Instant later
IILy Teet nwiy.  Crowding s knife flrmly (oo
finnlienth ho tassel hin enp down, peeesd n
momentinto the bice depthin, then, drawing in
o deven breath, dived ovarboard, ,ir:l:lmm wint
on tho thwart, pale with nlternating und con-
feting hopes— L hoape that Bansom wonld res
Appenr witiv fessie, nnd the hope that the shark
whicl had darted farther away nl the instant
Ul Lhe sulush, and was now returning in curving
i.{l:;v]ug-.i\;l;.zhl ‘lm ul-luim dlspose of Hunsom,

s desles for jus
Iliim mmnu‘hun|hhjl‘ﬂ:!.n““un e impel

batisom, kn s few downward strokoes, i
the submerced 1afeall, under wrm-‘:‘. e Emﬁluﬂ?
Lo strokns miors broug thim to the compn b -
'm!' In the port cornor of the eabin,  into |t
amtb upward e swam, unill bis hesd struek the
eubin foor, without Ll feeling nught hut the
pressure of water {n i il orward hn
went in the Inky dnarknes ety sionls pnd
clinles, which bu purnod wsiile, and fuding by
touch the  furward  bulkhoesd of the eabiln,
i\ bove him now, he knew, wan tha heiol Tl
l:.q tn the hold,  Ills liend aceined roudy to
urat. and his lupgs ached with throbbing pain
as o renched up for the hatel, which b Liwd
reasouvd whould be open, My folt o smouth
wiarfiuce -the oabln tanle. Jawmmed lopn wup-
ward, (0 the Latch, iU resisted s wiTorte to ol
ludge . Patling bimself around |t he found
thint ano odge sagged duwn with hils weight,

uud e foreed hin body between It
i . 1'ue pain in Jm lungs wns 1mlm::j|tn‘l!i:
ugony, but he dured ot expel the alr Lo roplace

I with water - which woul ki !

Lo wlage of the hateh on the bm-kl-‘-irmi-.lnl::‘on'l:“-
}!an roace wan (0o smnll to wdmit |ils Lody
I’h-u hodrev up s koses, aad in )iy vxtremiiy
ﬁf pt:lym.-:l 3;\:& mental l'url,*n.;]ru “Biin Lhonwghis,

i ) Hon

strengih. The lezn of the tabile rgl:llw:{":f:::ﬂl';r?
Loty with a se Lhint seimed deafening and
1he nhstruet Nk down, Uatening the wige
of the batole above bilm. he piibled i bmil‘
through and shot upward, [ was but o \:‘r
foot 1o the nurfnee, but to this man it wl:u
tpan of miles and years of time before he

reached it and f
that he could dn:'t'in:.lr on hls face and koew

‘nke the stroke oar,” enil Hansom, arising :

ronounced Lis name, he knew that reason ag
rnst was feft her,

Ani he was weak enough and strong enoogh,
menan coough, cowardly enough, nnd  brave
enoueh to tnke advantage of lier hulpleasness
and Xins ler again, not unee, bul a dozen times,

“Tue Claremont is coming, Jessie,' he sals,
as Lie pointed to Lhe schooner, now but & couple
of miles away and showing a clean-cut bone-in-
Eer-tectli as she hecled nver to the morniog
lireez», which wan already erlsping the sea
around them into & darker blue, * And break-
fast will be remdy by tie timoshe gets up to us,™
Lie added: an unromantic bt natural speech.

" Ransom,” sail Capt, Iavis, aa he cave him
Lis pay at theend of the voyage, * perhnps you
don’t know that Capt. Dawns owned & cons
trolling interest in vvery versel in that emplor,
I suppose you'llatay astors now and ron things
In that case, and inview of the fact aiwinkle
cate to his eye—""that [ dido’t put you in lrone
for your inanbordination, I expect that yau'll
present me with & new vawl at. You've
smpnhied iny boat'sa backhone with your biz feot.”

Certainly. Captaln,' said Hazlsom, " but vou
can't have the Walkure's boat, Jessie wanie
tharin the front yatd te plant flowers in,"

Forelgu Notes of Ron) Intarest,

Gen, Glukbhovakol has been sent to examins the
bod of the Amer Daris, the Oxus of antiquits, ow-
ug to i{nformation given by the Khan of Lhive
when ho vialtod Moscow for the Ozar's cornpaticon.
The Khouo assorta ibat the Amer Darla hos aban.
doned [ts Lt and worked Jta way toto the Sary-
Kavaysh, walch, It true, ~11l reduco the o of
turndog the river's courso lnte the Casplap Sra one
balf. The rootideiiion of tts banks woull then
probalicy eost loss than the projected ratlroa! from
Orepbure 10 Tashkend,

Berlin equestrtai statoes have boen examined iy
8 voeterinary surgeon of Votsdam, name! Pougerty
Whn Garerts that the positlon of the hares' legs
Is wrong !n all of thom, ot excepting the sTatues
uf the iirent Kurfitest, of Frederick the nieat, and
of Frederick Willlam I and IV, flo Bods the same
faults In many of the peliatings 1y the Voriln Nae
tional Gallery, In Egyptlan, Assyrian, Pabcien
lan, apd Peeslan works of art, the pesiiipns of the
Lhoriis mre usiural and right; In thost of the
Trevks ani Homans they sare not glwass dorrect,
i questrian patues of tho two Yalb,, foiaee and
roan, du the Naplos Musenm, have the Ligs of the
liorses dn the proper position,

Telepathy of sowe Elud must have veon at the
batiang of the report spread in Eagland o
dare belore she resched Halifax that the crubeer
Talbot hail foundered, Khe was then Nghtiyg wth
ahurtlane which lald her alimost her hiata
emds, compelling ber to heave to for pine hours

Spanlsh tneMclency has bBeen showo Wi 0 1l
drous way by the recent self Heating of the new
erulser UPrincess de Asturios, at Cadle The ves
seb, wWhich 14 had taken pevon years (0 b, god
viuck dn the wiud, whon they teled o lauool her
over & month ago, Afier trylng their Lest to Poik
her without success for thirty days, tne Spoanish
vnglneers gave wp the Job, adopting the sl
Kicawber policy of Spaln, of wiitlug for (puee
thiug o turn up. They weroe Justificd Lyl criie
or's slipplug info 1he water of Ler own peoetd e
efternoon whon no one was waiching hir
Doston (Bngiand) Clrlstinus aro o jress 1r1ble
tlon, ‘They wero shooked at tho pres vration of
“The Bign of the Cross' s & rellplions (i (o tieie

i

wiple of

town, s took the opportunity, b a privtol werne
lng 1o church people agalnst golus LU
make known she dresdful comditon of B
“ltattonallam, with 1t bignor el ) uhe
blusbing Iofid Wy, 10 also rampant (@ oonr filise
bringlug In dis traln worldilpess of oo o b TR
tlon—entertalniueats, balls, dancio., (¢ it
formandes, concestw, nlgser wiestrels, W1,

TFT 1N

srokiong, iltards, card playing, aatilin

decorative festivals, aucilon aale-, inmd wal e
courses, and wonsual display of ail ki

Ao Ingenlous project for the coming ["arfs D@
sitton and ous which has ehanc s of 1olne 0 ¢

Is that of thoe *'City of Ould," w Wiiorh i
tlon of the progress of Lanking. e o i
show  the pronesses for obtaining 1"
metals, with nudels of the K
tolees, auolther will phow ths can :
mietals into coln, and the warkju,. of et
SUL suuther tho progress of ail ki s

papers, With reproductions  of Lisond

from the Birueel and the Modier o thy Boche
chlldy and the lank of Frapee, Ghere Wil be®
gallery of portealts of great finaocieis, abd & 1o
construcilon of the Pont au Change 4 |1 Wes 10 the

oempiied his lungs witha great Kroan of |

midcle ad, SOk e prend i bing
vari u rloal il'\}hﬂ nuh.nueeu Wy
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